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Frequently Asked Question #1 How did you decide to start a blog?

The idea was born by Ryan several years ago after our third trip to Europe. Joelle was initially less
than enthusiastic, but he wore her down over time. 

Travel was something Ryan had always dreamed of, but never in his wildest imagination, thought
would occur. It was life-changing for him and one of his greatest joys after his son. 

Joelle, a first-generation American born to French immigrants, had traveled much of her life. Travel
fueled her soul, and she could never get enough. She had planned to fly somewhere at least once a
month and maintained that for many years. Most trips (often business trips) were in the US, with at
least once a year overseas. 

Over the years, Ryan joined Joelle on family vacations or local trips when she was on his side of the
country for business. Our first trip to Europe was only going to be a one-time thing. After leaving the
active-duty Army, Ryan had a rough road and had turned things around. He had saved money for the
trip, and Joelle was anxious to return to Europe. The timing worked perfectly. 

An unlikely travel duo was born as we learned we shared similar travel styles and interests on that trip.
Ryan, with his youth, brought energy, unbridled curiosity, and enthusiasm. His appreciation of history
and culture was invaluable. With her years of travel experience, Joelle brought a mindset that made
travel seem effortless. That, along with her love of adventure and the unexpected. We both learned we
shared quite an obsession for castles too. Each with our unique strengths and weaknesses when we
traveled, we balanced out nicely. Our trip taught us to think outside the box and open our hearts to
unforeseen gifts for ourselves and others. 

As a disabled veteran and still currently serving Army reservist Ryan had this warm-hearted idea that a
blog could help other Veterans like himself find the joys of travel. He wanted to help them find what he
had discovered and how traveling could positively and meaningful impact their lives. It was the selling
point to get Joelle on board. He found her weak spot.

The process wasn’t easy as neither of us had ever done anything like this or was tech-savvy. The
learning curve was massive; there were many moments of doubt and some anger, but we stuck with it.
We believed in our dream and committed to making it a reality. 

A launch date of March 2019 was set. But it wasn’t meant to be. The very same month of our
scheduled launch, the Covid 19 pandemic took hold in the world. Our hearts broke as we watched the
devastation that came with it. We put the blog launch on hold. This was a valuable time to learn the ins
and outs of our platform and blogging. We discovered wonderful resources for new bloggers, and
during this time, we took classes, read extensively, and studied hard! We would be prepared when the
world was ready to reopen to travel!

At the beginning of 2021, the world began to see the light at the end of the tunnel after a challenging
year. With that hope, people started making travel plans. It was the ideal time to provide a resource to
guide them in making those plans.

In March 2021, we launched Wanderers Compass.
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We were ready this time. The learning will be a never-ending process as the blog grows, but we now
have the tools to adapt as we do. 

Welcome to our journey. We are thrilled you are joining us. 

If you would like to read more about our story and learn more about each of us other than the
Frequently Asked Questions,

COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 3
Footer Tagline



click here to go to our About Us page. 
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Frequently asked question #2 How did you come up with that name, and does it have a special 
meaning?

Finding a name for our blog was a months-long feat. Whenever we had an idea we both agreed on
when we searched, it was already in use in some form. Or maybe the website was available but not
Facebook or Instagram. A quote Joelle gave Ryan for Christmas to put on his wall led us to Wanderers
Compass. We both adored the word Wanderlust. Many variations of the definition exist, but our favorite
was: A very strong or irresistible impulse to travel or wander. That spoke to us. We work hard to plan
our daily itinerary but always allow time for spontaneity and wandering. Those have been our most
memorable experiences, off that beaten path where tourists rarely go. 

Two of us co-founded this blog, so Wanderers fit well. The compass fell into place as it guided us in
our travels. We are the Wanderers who will guide you to use your compass to discover your next great
adventure. Allowing the needle of the compass is your guide to exciting destinations while opening

COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 5
Footer Tagline



your heart to life-changing experiences. 
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Frequently Asked Question #3 What is your favorite place to travel?

That is a tough one and almost impossible to answer. As the number of countries we visit grows, we
develop new favorites. For Joelle, France will always hold a special place in her heart, as her parents
are French immigrants, French is her first language, and she still has a lot of her French family. 

There is rarely a country that we don’t love something about. Recent trips to Portugal and Croatia rose
to the top of our list. Ireland was love at first sight and remains a favorite. Italy was amazing. Spain
fascinating. Scotland breathtaking. The Nordic countries are striking—Iceland is spectacular.
Luxembourg, Belgium, Netherlands, and Germany are lovely. England, oh, the castles! You will always
find magic if you visit everywhere with an open mind, heart, and eyes, absorbing the culture and the
people. It might not be what you expected, but it shouldn’t be because you are in their world, and it is
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there for your discovery. 

COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 8
Footer Tagline



Frequently Asked Question #4 What are some aspects of your partnership that surprise you?

It still surprises us that though we are the most unlikely of business and travel partners, it works well.
We live on different coasts, so it is sometimes challenging and a struggle. Throw in the time zone
difference and how busy Ryan is; we still pull it off. What helps is Joelle doesn’t work full time anymore
and can come east as needed. Ryan has not visited Joelle and her family in a few years and hopes to
do so more soon with his son. 

We are also surprised that we have identical travel styles despite very different histories with travel and
being far apart in age. Neither of us ever expected that, but here we are living it. It is an absolute joy
and has taught us to keep open minds to experiences. 

We share some hobbies and interests other than travel. We both enjoy wine and microbrews and seek
those out on our trips. Our families are the center of our lives. We love Rick Steve and his travel series.
We enjoy lots of the same music, and on a recent drive, we played the Hamilton soundtrack a lot. 

In other aspects, we differ a lot. Ryan is passionate about his Harley, and you will never find Joelle on
a motorcycle in her life. Ryan is very artistic, with many talents, such as ceramics, woodwork, drawing,
and mosaics. He makes Mead and writes poetry, short stories, and music lyrics. Ryan worked as an
engineer on active duty, resulting in some impressive construction projects. His dream is to own a fully
restored Old-style Wagoneer. He has one sitting in the garage that needs a lot of love, but the time is
not there or the funds. 

Joelle loves photography, but other than that can barely draw a stick figure. She loves cooking due to
her French roots and has belonged to a gourmet cooking club for over 20 years. Landscaping and
home design have always been fun hobbies. She and her husband built the home they raised their
family in. Having worked as a Registered Nurse, she is passionate about healthcare issues, patient
advocacy, and education. Joelle did extensive public speaking during her career. Her career was
primarily focused on oncology in clinical and research settings. She keeps her hands in it, volunteering
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on committees and auditing. 

Frequently Asked Questions #5 Is the photography on this site your own?

Joelle is the photographer on this blog team. Ryan is a good photographer and often takes Joelle’s
Nikon to take shots in places more challenging for her. Mostly, all the photos on the blog are our own.
Some countries visited long ago; the images were lost (Australia) or are not useable anymore
(Bermuda). We will credit the site and photographer if we use stock photos. 

Joelle is passionate about photography and spends a lot of time on it. It is her favorite hobby outside of
travel. An average trip might have 10,000 images on the Nikon and iPhone; after all, it is said and
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done. Ryan has many as well. The tedious part is examining all of them. It is an art and pure
enjoyment in the end. We hope you enjoy our photography, and as we enhance the site and write
posts, many more photos will come. Joelle’s collection from travel is over 500,000 photos. 

Photographs for the blog since 2022 are taken with an iPhone 14 Pro or on a Nikon Mirrorless Z6II.
Lens Nikon 16-80 2.8-4E VR DX AF-S ED Zoom-Nikkor with an adaptor.
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Disclosure: These two photography items contain Amazon affiliate links. If you use these links to buy 
something, we may earn a small commission at no additional cost to you. Thank you!
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Frequently Asked Question #6 How do you juggle travel and hold jobs?

That answer is very different for each of us. Joelle is married and is a grandma to three sweet
grandboys. She worked as an RN in the Oncology field her whole career and recently was able to
retire earlier than she planned. Volunteering on committees keeps her engaged on the local and
national levels and her mind active. She has her kids living near her and her three grandboys. 

Along with her husband, they help watch the grandkids when they can. Over Joelle’s career, she often
traveled for business and will now continue to visit with friends and family throughout the US and have
business meetings with Ryan. International travel is usually at least twice a year, with hopes to have
more than that soon. With so much flexibility Joelle can juggle it all pretty efficiently.

Ryan is a single dad to a sweet and active four-year-old son. He keeps Ryan on his toes but adores
every moment with him. Ryan holds a full-time civilian job with the Department of the Army, working
the evening shift. He is also a Sgt First Class and Platoon Sergeant for the Army Reserves, traveling to
a different state to attend. He is a very busy man!

On top of that, maintaining his home, property, art projects, and finding time to ride his Harley and
Indian motorcycles, he doesn’t get much downtime. Due to some of his disabilities from his military
service, he has some days that can be painful. He is juggling lots of balls in the air. Ryan is limited with
travel time due to work and finances. His vacation time is reserved for European trips or to visit family
in nearby states. 

The blog is a very shared effort, and since some parts can be challenging, we each take on specific
tasks that suit us best. As we live on different coasts, many work conversations are on the phone or by
text. We try to meet in person every two months, which is very valuable. There is a lot of team effort
and unique challenges due to distance, time zone differences, and being in very different life stages.

We make it work, and we have lots of support as well. 

Image not found or type unknown
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Frequently Asked Questions #7 Do either of you have any travel phobias that would astonish 
us?

Joelle hates flying, as in she hates flying. She has a long history of being a terrified flier. Add some
claustrophobia to that to add to the misery. Over a million miles later, it remains a love-hate
relationship. Ultimately, her love of travel has won out her fear of flying. It was a battle hard fought. A
worthy opponent that lost in the end. 

The flight that broke the camel’s back was to San Francisco. Due to severe weather, the plane had to
circle for an hour in severe turbulence. It was terrifying. It was the closest to an anxiety attack Joelle
had ever experienced, and an hour later, her heart rate was still 180. Her physician recommended
Ativan for flight anxiety. It was magic. It is as if the mind and body are disconnected; she fully knows
that flying sucks, but the body feels calm. It is never far from her reach when flying but acts more like a
security blanket as she hasn’t taken any in a long while. Knowing alone that you have that option is all
that is needed now. 

Ryan is fearful and anxious in situations he can’t control. He doesn’t like the unknown, big cities, and
large crowds. A visit to New York City once triggered symptoms of an anxiety attack. Going to a foreign
country where you don’t speak or read the language, you would expect it to be accentuated tenfold.
Add to that driving the roads often with different traffic rules, signs that don’t make sense, and even
going on the other side of the road. His first overseas trip was overwhelming, but he was okay with
patience and sensitivity. He handled Paris as if he wandered it daily. He drove on the left side of the
UK road and learned to drive a stick shift in France. 

Fear of the unknown scares many travelers from taking the trip, planning their journey, or traveling
independently. Taking ownership of the trip and planning puts you back in control and removes much
of the unknown. Ryan does all our itinerary and planning. It also adds to the adventure and provides
confidence in areas he felt vulnerable. The excitement that comes with planning. Reduces those
vulnerabilities. Ryan thrives when traveling. His stature, confidence, demeanor, and smile are much
greater overseas. It remains with him long after he returns home. 

How did we overcome these barriers to travel? Refuse to let it win and not be afraid to ask for help. We
are learning ways to recognize and manage problems when they arise. Everyone can overcome their
travel phobias with determination and sometimes a little help from a friend. It might not be easy, and
there will be bumps in the road, but we are fully confident of your ability to do so. 
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Joelle will write more on this and other health barriers when traveling. 

© 2024 Wanderers Compass All Rights Reserved

Passionate about travel? Subscribe to our Wanderers Compass Community

Our quarterly newsletters will inspire your wanderlust
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Vernazza, Cinque Terra, Italy

COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 17
Footer Tagline

https://www.wandererscompass.com/privacy-policy/


COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 18
Footer Tagline



COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 19
Footer Tagline



If you have any suggestions for our frequently asked questions page, please enter them below. You
are always welcome to provide feedback, and content suggestions, introduce yourself, and share your
personal travel stories with us.

Maybe you can inspire our next destination.

Check out our most recent blog posts

Destinations / Hotel Reviews

Conrad Tulum Riviera Maya – Luxury Extraordinaire

An in-depth and honest review of our stay at th Conrad Tulum Riviera Maya…

March 30, 2024
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Destinations / France / Monaco

Eze France: Medieval Splendor

Charming Eze, France, is a picturesque hilltop medieval village renowned for its breathtaking
panoramic…

March 29, 2024
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Denmark / Destinations

Nyhavn Copenhagen – Ultimate Visitor Guide

To move, to breathe, to fly, to float, To gain all while you give,…

March 28, 2024
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Italy / Libations of the World

Aperol: The Orange Sensation

Our Fifth Featured Libation of the World comes from stunning Italy. The drink that…

March 28, 2024
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Croatia / Destinations

Novigrad on the Dalmatia Coast – A Piece of Croatia Heaven

Located in Zadar County along the Dalmatia Coast, this medieval village will capture your…

March 28, 2024
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Destinations / Scotland

12 Best Things to Do on the Isle of Skye, Scotland

Planning a Visit to the Isle of Skye? Read This First! “Wherever I wander,…

March 28, 2024
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Destinations / Ireland

Cliffs of Moher – Ireland’s Best Natural Attraction

A guide to making the most of your visit to the magnificent Cliffs of…

March 27, 2024
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Destinations

Top 6 Restaurants in Singapore to Impress Your Partner

Whether looking for a romantic setting or just a lovely evening with great food,…

March 25, 2024
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Belgium / Destinations

Antwerp Belgium Things to Know Before You Visit

An Antwerp Visitor Guide and Photo Gallery Belgium is such a beautiful place with…

March 25, 2024
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Destinations / Malta

Mdina Malta: The Silent City Visitor Guide

“The legs go where the heart goes” Maltese proverb Mdina, Malta, is for curious…

March 22, 2024
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Destinations

Exploring Singapore: A Family Adventure in the Lion City

Our three-day itinerary offers great suggestions to make the most of your stay in…

March 21, 2024
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Destinations

Unveiling the Splendor of BAPS Swaminarayan Akshardham – 
A Hidden Gem in New Jersey

A wonder of the east in the west. The second largest Hindu Mandir in…

March 21, 2024

Want to learn about Wanderers Compass?

Click Here

Our Top Recommended Travel Products and Resources

Squaremouth.com
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Our favorite travel insurance site!

If you book a trip, don’t forget to get travel insurance within 14 days of your first booking. We could not
be stronger advocates of being well-insured. Not just for the little stuff but the big things like medical
emergencies. We never leave home without it. Over the years, we have used many sites but have now
found our go-to place. Squaremouth.com does a fantastic job; it has a user-friendly interface, uses
top-rated and reputable insurance carriers, and most policies cover COVID-19 medical issues and
cancellations. They also mediate on your behalf if you have problems with your policy.

To empower you as a consumer, we suggest you read our blog post on the importance of travel
insurance and how to get the best coverage from top-rated companies for an affordable price.

MedjetAssist

Medical transport back home from anywhere in the world

They are the premier global air medical transport. One caveat to travel insurance is that medical
evacuation usually gets you to the closest facility to care for you. Medjet gets you back to the U.S. to
the hospital of your choice once you are stable enough to fly. They cover COVID-related transport as
well.

Medjet carries its own policies. These policies are only for transport and do not cover other aspects of
travel insurance. They have individual trip policies starting at $99 and annual policies for around $300.
Most of their policies limit the age to 74 and younger. Prices are not based on age below that.

To learn more about how Medical Evacuation membership with Medjet Assist works, check out our 
blog post for a more detailed review.  

Expedia.com 

Hotels, home rentals, BNBs, flights, and other transportation & tours 

Expedia is a US-based company whose mission is to power global travel for everyone and
everywhere. Whether planning a family vacation, booking for business, or organizing the trip of a
lifetime, they are a fantastic resource. Wanderers Compass focuses on independent travel, and using
sites like Expedia makes that possible. Every aspect of travel you need, from airfare, accommodations,
rental car, and cruises to activities to do at your destination, can be booked on Expedia.  

Booking.com

Hotels, Home rentals, BNBs, Flights, and other Transportation & Tours 

Booking.com connects millions of travelers to memorable experiences, various transportation options,
and incredible places to stay – from homes to hotels and much more. It is one of the world’s largest
travel marketplaces for established brands and entrepreneurs of all sizes.

COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 32
Footer Tagline

https://www.squaremouth.com/22808
https://www.wandererscompass.com/travel-tips-resources/travel-insurance-protecting-you-and-yours/
https://www.awin1.com/cread.php?awinmid=20001&awinaffid=985045&ued=
https://www.awin1.com/cread.php?awinmid=20001&awinaffid=985045&ued=
https://www.wandererscompass.com/travel-tips-resources/global-medical-evacuation-for-travelers-a-frank-discussion/
https://expedia.com/affiliate/oDhAdpF
https://expedia.com/affiliate/oDhAdpF
https://expedia.com/affiliate/VWjNoBR
https://expedia.com/affiliate/VWjNoBR
https://expedia.com/affiliate/VWjNoBR
https://expedia.com/affiliate/VWjNoBR
https://www.booking.com/index.html?aid=7911206&auth_success=1
https://www.booking.com/index.html?aid=7911206&auth_success=1


We always check Expedia and Booking.com to verify prices. At times, one is sold out of rooms while
another at the same place has rooms. We also often find some European hotels, especially smaller
ones, on Booking.com but not on Expedia. It could be they are a Europe-based company. Try both
before booking accommodations.

Vacation Rental By Owner (VRBO)

Are you traveling with a family or having an extended stay at your destination?

With over 2 million bookable vacation rentals, VRBO connects homeowners with families and
vacationers looking for something more than a hotel for their trip. The VRBO community offers families
or groups various rental property types such as condos, cabins, lake rentals, beach houses, etc.

VRBO is now under the Expedia group’s ownership, which many were worried about, but it hasn’t
panned out to be a concern. It is a massive network with access to all lodging forms should issues
arise. Joelle has used VRBO for many years with her family and has had no problems with it.

Viator

As the leading marketplace for travel experiences, Viator believes that making memories is what travel
is all about. And with 300,000+ experiences to explore—everything from simple tours to extreme
adventures (and all the niche, interesting stuff in between)—making memories that will last a lifetime
has never been easier.

With industry-leading flexibility and last-minute availability, it’s never too late to make any day
extraordinary. This one site has it all and has experiences throughout the world. We use them often
during our travels, especially for food tours. We especially take the time to read the reviews provided.

Amazon.com

An excellent source for travel essentials and guides

We now have our own Amazon Storefront with all our favorite travel accessories and gear 
in one place. Check out our travel store at the link below.

Wanderers Compass Amazon Storefront

Amazon is one of the most comprehensive online shopping sources in the world. Teams worldwide
provide lower prices, better selection, and rapid delivery on behalf of customers. They offer a vast
inventory, and their 1.7 million small and medium businesses worldwide selling on Amazon.com offer
extensive options to customers.
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We buy most of our travel books, accessories, and luggage from Amazon. We have ordered up to two
days before travel and get what we need.

HYDAWAY

This is not your ordinary drinkware company. The HYDAWAY difference is what their products do
when you’re not using them. Practical and portable, HYDAWAY doesn’t take up unnecessary space in
your already-packed life or pile up in landfills. We all know that trying to pack light while being
environmentally conscious can be difficult. Having the right items can make a world of difference. 
HYDAWAY provides that.

We have used their collapsible water bottle, carrying case for the water bottle, and collapsible insulated
drink tumbler. They are all lightweight and durable. A conservation-focused product you can be proud
to buy.

Use our Promo Code. WANCOM15, at checkout for 15% off your Hydaway order

Welcome Pick-ups
(Airport and sightseeing service)

A global leader in ground transportation for travelers. They help hundreds of companies worldwide
enhance their services and boost their revenue with our 5-star ride experiences and hassle-free
automation.

Founded in 2015 in Athens, Greece, Welcome Pick-ups goes above and beyond the standard transfer
service as the first company to deliver a holistic, in-destination travel experience. From the moment a
traveler arrives at a new destination until they return home, Welcome accommodates all their travel
needs (transfers, travel products, things to do, information) as the easiest, friendliest, and most
personalized solution.

PhotoAiD

Do you feel like you are wasting time visiting an on-site photographer only to be embarrassed by the
photo? Would you like control of the final product? Get the perfect VISA or passport photo online with
PhotoAID.

When traveling, you often need to apply for official documents such as a passport, ID, and different
kinds of licenses or cards. Those applications require a picture that must meet specific conditions to be
accepted, depending on the country. Now, it is possible to take this picture at home without the help of
a professional photographer. PhotoAiD allows you to take the perfect biometric photo you approve
without leaving home.

This article contains affiliate links. If you use these links to buy something, we may 
earn a small commission at no additional cost to you. Thank you!
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