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Northern Ireland

“I need the anesthetic qualities of the local fire water.”
anthony bourdain

Those who have enjoyed watching the American hit sitcom Cheers will remember the opening theme
song, “Where Everybody Knows Your Name” by Gary Portnoy. It speaks to what draws people to these
establishments and the communities they form. We aren’t speaking of nightclubs or tourist-based party
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bars; we are talking about small personal places that bring locals to a neutral equalitarian territory to
form social bonds. Where people gather to talk to others, find companionship, speak about their
community, play games, and discuss world news. They do this over a drink and some food. It serves
an important social function, a community center of sorts, where people can relax and let go of their
day.
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Our Pubs, Breweries, and Bars’ Discoveries

This page is dedicated to Pubs, Breweries, and Bars we have discovered during our travels overseas
and in the US. Let us define a bit what each is known to mean.

Florence, Italy

1. A Pub originates from the word Public house. For example, in many English pubs, most
consumers will be people from the neighborhood, the village, or the parish, who gather around
the bar or table. Pubs are often associated with beer, but in most cases, most alcoholic
beverages may be available, though, on rare occasions, we have come across some that don’t
serve wine. Pubs are usually known to serve food, and the gastropub cuisine world has taken a
life of its own. Both great drinks and great food can be enjoyed at a Pub.

2. A Brewery is a business that makes and sells beer. They have become trendy worldwide in
recent years with the explosion of the microbrewery market. Many Breweries now have tasting
rooms allowing guests to sample their products and grab food when gathering with friends. As
these Breweries draw many people in, you will discover many expanding beyond beer making to
Ciders, Meads, and even Wine.

3. A Bar, also known as a saloon, tavern, tippling house, or pub, is a retail business that serves
alcoholic beverages, such as beer, wine, liquor, cocktails, and other beverages. The term “bar”
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refers to the countertop where drinks are prepared and served, then refers to the overall
premises. They can be small places that draw in mostly locals or larger-scale nightclubs. They
can vary from pretty bare bones to incredibly elegant.

Ireland was a great place to start

The Crown Liquor Saloon Belfast, Northern Ireland

We first became drawn to local pubs in small historical villages during a trip to Ireland. Places off the
beaten path, and the simpler, the better. The atmosphere captivated us; watching the locals interact
and share stories were heartwarming. If you enjoy people-watching, it is a great venue to do so. But we
soon discovered how welcoming and warm they were to these strangers in their world. Maybe they
don’t need to know your name.

It often started with the bartender, who always loved to suggest local brews with a bit of story along
with them. They genuinely seemed interested in where we were from and how we were enjoying the
area. Next thing you know….they ask your name and introduce themselves. As they conversed with
us, others began to join in. We met some lovely and kind people during these encounters along the
way. More importantly, we came to know the real people of the community, away from tourist spots
and hotels. It has become a tradition we do everywhere we travel.

There were even times when local musicians played, as occurred in the small port town of Westport,
Ireland. Being part of their world was so personal and intimate that evening. We were worried we
would feel like an intruder and not welcome. But that never occurred; it was the opposite. Over time,
we have observed that we rarely see anyone inebriated in the places we go to in Europe. People seem
respectful and considerate of others. This is their community; they may not want to be the talk of the
town the next day. Ultimately, it seems all have fun, and isn’t that what matters?
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Loving an excellent dark beer doesn’t hurt

Croatia Beer Zagreb

We undoubtedly, enjoy a cold draft beer, especially of a darker variety. We make a point of asking
what is local and what they recommend. We take what they suggest if they don’t have a local dark
brew. We tasted some fantastic beer, and then there was the Budweiser type, yuck!

Some of the food we have ordered in these establishments has been amazing. A food truck on-site is
trendy in the US, which likely keeps the quality high because if it gets customers’ complaints, a new
truck can easily replace it. In Europe and the UK, we have not observed food trucks yet. We have,
though, enjoyed some incredible food along the way. It is often fresh and homemade. In one pub in a
small town in England, the kitchen was already closed, and we were starving, which must have been
obvious. The bartender offered to make us some simple sandwiches; wow, they were delicious. Back
to that kindness and welcome we do adore.

We aren’t leaving out our Homebase
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Cooperstown NY

In each of our respective areas of the country in the US, we seek out pubs, breweries, and bars when
we travel for business or vacation. The experience is a bit different. We have found the bartenders and
servers are warm and welcoming. They love when you are interested in their products and are a wealth
of information. The sense of community and friendliness of the other customers we see in Europe is
rarely there. It is still worth trying the delicious brews and checking out each brewery’s unique
atmosphere and decor.

Come back often and check out how our list grows.

Ostrich Bar in Slough England
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We have collected quite a list over the years, and it will take a bit to catch up. The focus will be on the
fun and unique Pubs, Breweries, and Bars we have encountered during our travels at home and
abroad. Places that exude charm and character while representing the residents. Some of you may
have heard of some on our list; some may be centuries-old, innovative, entertaining concepts, or
simply off-the-beaten-path tiny places. If we list it, we believe it is worth visiting if you are in the area.

Do you have suggestions and pictures of some of your travelers’ favorite Pubs, Breweries, and bars?
Please share below in the comment section. It could be where we are heading next, and we would love
to share it on the blog after.
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Destinations / Pubs Breweries & Bars

Frederick, Maryland: Where Craft Breweries and American 
History Make for the Perfect Getaway

Historic downtown Frederick: A blend of historic charm with a contemporary edge “Whoever drinks…

May 20, 2023
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Back in the USA: Random Finds / Destinations / Pubs Breweries & Bars

Red Shed Brewery Cooperstown Taproom

Cooperstown, New York, is this lovely little village that comes right out of a…

February 22, 2021

Our Top Recommended Travel Products and Resources

Squaremouth.com

Our favorite travel insurance site!

If you book a trip, don’t forget to get travel insurance within 14 days of your first booking. We could not
be stronger advocates of being well-insured. Not just for the little stuff but the big things like medical
emergencies. We never leave home without it. Over the years, we have used many sites but have now
found our go-to place. Squaremouth.com does a fantastic job; it has a user-friendly interface, uses
top-rated and reputable insurance carriers, and most policies cover COVID-19 medical issues and
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cancellations. They also mediate on your behalf if you have problems with your policy.

To empower you as a consumer, we suggest you read our blog post on the importance of travel
insurance and how to get the best coverage from top-rated companies for an affordable price.

MedjetAssist

Medical transport back home from anywhere in the world

They are the premier global air medical transport. One caveat to travel insurance is that medical
evacuation usually gets you to the closest facility to care for you. Medjet gets you back to the U.S. to
the hospital of your choice once you are stable enough to fly. They cover COVID-related transport as
well.

Medjet carries its own policies. These policies are only for transport and do not cover other aspects of
travel insurance. They have individual trip policies starting at $99 and annual policies for around $300.
Most of their policies limit the age to 74 and younger. Prices are not based on age below that.

To learn more about how Medical Evacuation membership with Medjet Assist works, check out our 
blog post for a more detailed review.  

Expedia.com 

Hotels, home rentals, BNBs, flights, and other transportation & tours 

Expedia is a US-based company whose mission is to power global travel for everyone and
everywhere. Whether planning a family vacation, booking for business, or organizing the trip of a
lifetime, they are a fantastic resource. Wanderers Compass focuses on independent travel, and using
sites like Expedia makes that possible. Every aspect of travel you need, from airfare, accommodations,
rental car, and cruises to activities to do at your destination, can be booked on Expedia.  

Booking.com

Hotels, Home rentals, BNBs, Flights, and other Transportation & Tours 

Booking.com connects millions of travelers to memorable experiences, various transportation options,
and incredible places to stay – from homes to hotels and much more. It is one of the world’s largest
travel marketplaces for established brands and entrepreneurs of all sizes.

We always check Expedia and Booking.com to verify prices. At times, one is sold out of rooms while
another at the same place has rooms. We also often find some European hotels, especially smaller
ones, on Booking.com but not on Expedia. It could be they are a Europe-based company. Try both
before booking accommodations.

Vacation Rental By Owner (VRBO)
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Are you traveling with a family or having an extended stay at your destination?

With over 2 million bookable vacation rentals, VRBO connects homeowners with families and
vacationers looking for something more than a hotel for their trip. The VRBO community offers families
or groups various rental property types such as condos, cabins, lake rentals, beach houses, etc.

VRBO is now under the Expedia group’s ownership, which many were worried about, but it hasn’t
panned out to be a concern. It is a massive network with access to all lodging forms should issues
arise. Joelle has used VRBO for many years with her family and has had no problems with it.

Viator

As the leading marketplace for travel experiences, Viator believes that making memories is what travel
is all about. And with 300,000+ experiences to explore—everything from simple tours to extreme
adventures (and all the niche, interesting stuff in between)—making memories that will last a lifetime
has never been easier.

With industry-leading flexibility and last-minute availability, it’s never too late to make any day
extraordinary. This one site has it all and has experiences throughout the world. We use them often
during our travels, especially for food tours. We especially take the time to read the reviews provided.

Amazon.com

An excellent source for travel essentials and guides

We now have our own Amazon Storefront with all our favorite travel accessories and gear 
in one place. Check out our travel store at the link below.

Wanderers Compass Amazon Storefront

Amazon is one of the most comprehensive online shopping sources in the world. Teams worldwide
provide lower prices, better selection, and rapid delivery on behalf of customers. They offer a vast
inventory, and their 1.7 million small and medium businesses worldwide selling on Amazon.com offer
extensive options to customers.

We buy most of our travel books, accessories, and luggage from Amazon. We have ordered up to two
days before travel and get what we need.

HYDAWAY
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This is not your ordinary drinkware company. The HYDAWAY difference is what their products dowhen
you’re not using them. Practical and portable, HYDAWAY doesn’t take up unnecessary space inyour
already-packed life or pile up in landfills. We all know that trying to pack light while being
environmentally conscious can be difficult. Having the right items can make a world of difference. 
HYDAWAY provides that.

We have used their collapsible water bottle, carrying case for the water bottle, and collapsible insulated
drink tumbler. They are all lightweight and durable. A conservation-focused product you can be proud
to buy.

Use our Promo Code. WANCOM15, at checkout for 15% off your Hydaway order

Welcome Pick-ups
(Airport and sightseeing service)

A global leader in ground transportation for travelers. They help hundreds of companies worldwide
enhance their services and boost their revenue with our 5-star ride experiences and hassle-free
automation.

Founded in 2015 in Athens, Greece, Welcome Pick-ups goes above and beyond the standard transfer
service as the first company to deliver a holistic, in-destination travel experience. From the moment a
traveler arrives at a new destination until they return home, Welcome accommodates all their travel
needs (transfers, travel products, things to do, information) as the easiest, friendliest, and most
personalized solution.

PhotoAiD

Do you feel like you are wasting time visiting an on-site photographer only to be embarrassed by the
photo? Would you like control of the final product? Get the perfect VISA or passport photo online with
PhotoAID.

When traveling, you often need to apply for official documents such as a passport, ID, and different
kinds of licenses or cards. Those applications require a picture that must meet specific conditions to be
accepted, depending on the country. Now, it is possible to take this picture at home without the help of
a professional photographer. PhotoAiD allows you to take the perfect biometric photo you approve
without leaving home.

This article contains affiliate links. If you use these links to buy something, we may 
earn a small commission at no additional cost to you. Thank you!
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Passionate about travel? Subscribe to our Wanderers Compass Community

Our quarterly newsletters will inspire your wanderlust

Subscribe

☐ I accept the privacy policy

Check out our most recent blog posts

Destinations / Hotel Reviews

Conrad Tulum Riviera Maya – Luxury Extraordinaire

An in-depth and honest review of our stay at th Conrad Tulum Riviera Maya…

March 30, 2024
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Destinations / France / Monaco

Eze France: Medieval Splendor

Charming Eze, France, is a picturesque hilltop medieval village renowned for its breathtaking
panoramic…

March 29, 2024
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Denmark / Destinations

Nyhavn Copenhagen – Ultimate Visitor Guide

To move, to breathe, to fly, to float, To gain all while you give,…

March 28, 2024
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Italy / Libations of the World

Aperol: The Orange Sensation

Our Fifth Featured Libation of the World comes from stunning Italy. The drink that…

March 28, 2024
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Croatia / Destinations

Novigrad on the Dalmatia Coast – A Piece of Croatia Heaven

Located in Zadar County along the Dalmatia Coast, this medieval village will capture your…

March 28, 2024
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Destinations / Scotland

12 Best Things to Do on the Isle of Skye, Scotland

Planning a Visit to the Isle of Skye? Read This First! “Wherever I wander,…

March 28, 2024
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Destinations / Ireland

Cliffs of Moher – Ireland’s Best Natural Attraction

A guide to making the most of your visit to the magnificent Cliffs of…

March 27, 2024
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Destinations

Top 6 Restaurants in Singapore to Impress Your Partner

Whether looking for a romantic setting or just a lovely evening with great food,…

March 25, 2024
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Belgium / Destinations

Antwerp Belgium Things to Know Before You Visit

An Antwerp Visitor Guide and Photo Gallery Belgium is such a beautiful place with…

March 25, 2024

Do you have a question for us or have a comment?

Contact us
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