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Trim Castle Ireland

We call ourselves Castle Hunters. How did we get that title? Where did our passion for Castles begin?
It all started in Ireland at the magnificent Trim Castle. Constructed in the 12th century, it is the largest
Anglo-Norman fortification in Ireland. It won us over from the first look and started a path we never
imagined taking.

It was our first trip to Ireland, to this lush green country known as the Emerald Isle. For Ryan, it was his
first vacation outside of the U.S.

This is where Ryan discovered his love and passion for castles. Joelle had seen many castles over the
years, but it was her first in Ireland. Ryan’s excitement was of a child given the greatest and most
unexpected gift they could ever imagine. It was pure joy and ear-to-ear smiles for him. That
enthusiasm was highly contagious and has us hunting castles on every trip.

Getting to Trim Castle
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The morning we started with some nervousness. We picked up our rental car in Dublin and began our
five-day journey through Ireland. It was our first time driving on the “right” side of the road. That was
exciting enough, but little did we know what we were in for once we arrived at Trim.  

The 40-minute drive from Dublin was a quick and scenic route that introduced us to the beautiful
landscapes we were in awe of during our whole vacation in Ireland. The drive was sketchy at times,
with a few close calls. We made it, luckily, without any damage to the car. No doubt local drivers were
a bit irritated with our slow speed. The words most uttered during those forty minutes were, “To the left,
to the left, no, not that left!!!” There was a lot of laughter from the navigator and many scowls from the
driver.

Visiting Trim Castle
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Along the river Boyne in the quiet, quaint village of Trim sits the mighty Trim Castle. As you enter the
town, you will pass the immense walls of Trim Castle’s outer perimeter. The Castle sits on the south
bank of the river. Enter the parking area and begin to walk up the ramp to the main gatehouse. For the
cost of two Euros, you can enter the grounds. You gain access to the Keep for five euros with a guided
tour (the only way to see the Keep). The tour is worth the time to look inside this massive structure.

We did not plan on spending the time for this, but it was worth it for the history, perspective of the
Castle, and the amusing tour guide that made the experience even more memorable. It was around 45
minutes, so you will not kill your whole day. You start the tour after going up the stairs to the elevated
Keep entrance.

The Tour

Once inside, your guide will go through the Castle’s fascinating and storied history. You will learn fun
facts and information about the town and the surrounding area that will intrigue anyone interested in
history. Walk on modern metal and wood staircases that interweave from room to room and floor to
floor while your guide paints a picture of castle living and what this structure once looked like years
ago. These staircases provide the opportunity to truly absorb these nine-foot walls’ sheer size and
thickness. At one point in the tour, you will make it to the top of the structure to get a 360 picture-
perfect view of the town, river, and valley in the distance. As you take in the view, this wow moment is
the icing on a pretty awesome cake.

Trim Castle Grounds
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Trim Castle Ireland

Before or after the tour, take advantage of wandering the beautifully maintained site. The interior is
about three acres. A path circles the grounds inside; lap around the well-kept grounds and explore the
remaining southern wall. There are multiple towers within the curtain wall to enter. It provides a visual
in which one can imagine how this Castle defense occurred against its enemies. Part of the great hall
and cellars remain at the entrance wall to complete the picture of castle living. Imagine the grand
events, lavish feasts, and great fires here. Trim Castle was home as well as a fortress for centuries.
Many families were raised here; if you listen, their stories are still within these walls.

Trim’s History

Built between 1176 and 1220, it is Ireland’s largest, best-preserved, and most impressive Anglo-
Norman fortification. This over 800-year-old Castle has a fascinating history.

Trim Castle has stood as an imposing stone sentinel and a Norman symbol of strength. The
construction began shortly after the arrival of the Anglo-Normans in Ireland. It sat close to the edge of
Pale’s area near the well-known hostile world of the Gaelic Irish.
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Hugh de Lacy

Trim Castle’s construction commenced in 1176 by Hugh de Lacy and his son Walter. The building took
over 30 years. King Henry II, in 1172 granted his baron Hugh de Lacy the Liberty of Meath to deter the
expansion of the feared Strongbow, the 2nd Earl of Pembroke. Strongbow played a significant role in
the invasion of Ireland by the Anglo-Normans. The King feared that Strongbow might set up his
Kingdom in Ireland and wanted to reduce Strongbow’s power by giving Hugh de Lacy Meath and
Dublin.

Hugh de Lacy was not a man of impeccable reputation and was known to be quite a womanizer. Years
later, the King became very concerned that Hugh sought to become a king. Hugh took care of the
scoundrel for the King when an Irish nobleman took his head off with an ax.

The Construction
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The site was strategically chosen due to its high ground and position overlooking the River Boyne’s
fording point. This navigable river sits 25 miles from the Irish sea.

The first structure built at the current site was a wood castle, which was destroyed during an attack.
Hugh de Lacy and his son built the present massive 20-sided cruciform stone Keep, also called the
Great Tower, with nine-foot thick walls. The cruciform was a unique design for Norman Keeps.

Learn more about castle structures on our Castle Hunters page here.

When de Lacy died in 1186, his son Walter became Lord of Meath. He continued construction, adding
a ditch, moat, and curtain walls. The curtain wall, which had several towers incorporated with two entry
gates, spanned a fortified area of roughly 3 acres. Though predominantly built as a fortress, it was
home to many families for centuries. To the outside world, the impressive and impenetrable Trim
Castle let the world know that the Anglo-Normans weren’t going anywhere.

Hollywood comes to Trim

Trim Castle may seem familiar to some guests. The 1980 film The Big Red One starring Mark Hamill,
was partially filmed at Trim Castle. Its proper link to fame was as the walled town of York in
Braveheart, directed by Mel Gibson. Scenes from London in Braveheart also were filmed at Trim.

The Town of Trim
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Trim

Trim is quintessential Ireland and sits in the county of Meath. The town has a population of around
10,000 people. The city is full of colorful buildings, and you immediately get an intimate feel. The town
has many excellent pubs and shops. There are many places to grab a meal or take a picnic with you to
have along the River Boyne.

When you finish your visit to Trim Castle, take the time to discover the rest of Trim. Exit the main
grounds and walk on the trail to the north. The walk alone is peaceful and lovely. This trail will take you
to a bridge that spans the river and will lead you to St. Mary’s Abbey’s ruins, built in the 14th century.
The Yellow Tower stands 130 feet high and is hard to miss.
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Now, if you have the time, we recommend taking the casual 20-minute walk along the river trail past
the stone sheep gate to the ruins of the Cathedral of St. Peter and Paul. This quiet spot is relaxing and
gives good views of the previous locations.

Just a few minutes walk on the other side of the river, and you will find the Priory of St John the Baptist.
Another beautiful and peaceful spot to take in the magic of the area.

Winding up your visit

St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Trim, Ireland

Before leaving town, check out the many churches and the beautiful St Patrick’s Cathedral. The
Cathedral was rebuilt many times since the first church in 433. The tower on the west side dates back
to mid 14th century, and the rest of the building was built in 1803. In 1955 it was designated as a
Cathedral. It has a beautiful interior with dramatic stained glass in the west window.

If you are looking for a quick pit stop in Marcie Regan’s Pub on your walk back (see pic in our gallery
below), a perfectly warm, authentic, and inviting establishment. Drink a beer and absorb the views
while winding down your time here. Strike up a conversation with a local, or maybe you will be lucky
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enough to hear the local break out in song.

Trim shops are great places to pick up fun Irish wear and snacks for the road.

We have an infobox (click here to go to the box) below that details all you can do while here.

Where to stay when visiting the Trim area

We were passing through Trim on the way to Galway. The area looked so quaint it would have been
lovely to stay in the area for a night or two. There are various accommodations in the area that you can
find in the links below.

It is important to price out properties on various sites. Expedia is a US-based
company, whereas Booking.com is Europe-based. Not all properties appear on
both, so check both. Our personal first choice is Booking.com. If the establishment
has a website, check the price there as well.

Booking.com

Booking.com

Expedia

Final Thoughts
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This location offers so much beauty that it will open your eyes to the world of Ireland. There will be
many festivals throughout the year in the town of Trim to experience. It is no wonder why there were
movie scenes in Braveheart and The Big Red One filmed here with such a fantastic setting.

Trim is a perfect location to introduce yourself to Ireland’s wonders, and since it is in the county of
Meath, you will be well on your way to discovering so much more. Ancient ruins like the Hill of Tara, the
dozens of castles, and other historical sites surrounding this area will continue to intrigue and inspire
you to experience all that magical Ireland offers.

Check opening times at Trim Castle’s Official Website HERE.
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Top to-do’s in Trim, Ireland

The town of Trim has a population of about 10,000 people. It is lovely in its simplicity but has a lot of
personality within. Trim is Irish to the core. It has a beautiful collection of medieval buildings, including,
of course, Trim Castle. Whether passing through for a quick visit or staying for a day or two, it will be
well worth the stop. Make the time to visit many excellent pubs and grab a pint.

1. Trim Castle Is the main attraction in Trim, also known as St John’s Castle. It is the largest Anglo-
Norman Castle in Ireland. The Castle sits at the highest central point of the town and borders the river.
There are extensive fortress grounds with many sites beyond the main Castle. The central fortification
is an impressive three-story keep. It is a 20-sided tower, which is shaped in a cruciform, that was
impenetrable by enemies. You can easily give Trim Castle two solid hours, especially if you take the 45-
minute tour. The top of the Castle Keep offers spectacular views of the village of Trim and the local
landscape. A picture-perfect spot.

2. St. Patrick’s Cathedral Is found on a historic site with a 15th-century stone tower. The present
church was built in 1803 with a striking steeple and a beautiful interior. Trim’s town commissioned it to
honor the first Duke of Wellington, Arthur Wellesley, born in Trim. If you can take in a mass at this
gorgeous Cathedral to do so, no matter your faith. The Irish are deeply religious people who are
passionate about their Catholic roots. It is a privilege to share and see that firsthand and a powerful
experience.

3. River Boyle Walk Is a beautiful river walk around some of the best heritage sites available near the
Village of Trim. Highlights along this path include Trim Castle, the river landscape, Sheep Gate, St
Mark Abbey’s ruins, Cathedral of St Peter and St Paul, Newton Cemetery and Abbey, Priory of St John
the Baptist, St Peters Bridge, and the Victorine Friary. The path will stroll past many sheep grazing,
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making it the ideal Irish setting.

4. The Sheep Gate Is a stone gate north of the river Boyne. It is the only remaining gate of five that
once gave access to the village of Trim. It is named sheep gate as a toll was charged for sheep to pass
through to market.

5. St Mary’s Augustine Abbey ruin Is located on the North bank of the River Boyne. The Abbey is a
former house of Augustinian canons dedicated to the Blessed Virgin. The 130-foot yellow steeple is the
most famous ruin in the Abbey. Built-in 1368, the tower served as Abbey’s bell tower.

6. Priory of St John The Baptist Is an ancient ruin sitting about 1 mile east of Trim village on the
River Boyne’s south bank. It dates back to 1281. Among the remains is a church with a nave,
chancel, and a sizeable three-light window in the east wall. A part of a two-story building and a
15th–16th-century wall with a corner turret remain.

7. The Cathedral of St Peter and St Paul and Newton Cemetery Is a medieval cathedral with a
fascinating cemetery. The tomb of the Jealous Man and Woman, Effigies of Sir Lucas Dillon and Lady
Jane Bathe, is in Newtown Cemetery. Only part of the original nave and chancel of this largest Gothic
Church in Ireland remain. Sir Lucas Dillon’s tomb is known locally as the tomb of the ‘Jealous Man and
Woman’ since its two stone figures do not touch each other at all. Also, the sword of state separates
the two graves.

8. Bective Abbey Is a Cistercian abbey on the River Boyle and was founded in 1147. The well-
preserved remaining structure dates to the 15th century. The site includes the church, chapter house,
and cloister. There are impressive cloister ruins with gothic arches typical of Cistercian architecture.
The ruins have a maze of pathways with deadends and cut-off staircases. Several movies, such as
The Last Duel and Braveheart, have been filmed there. There is a nearby parking lot as this site is
registered with the National Monuments of Ireland.

Trim
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Passionate about travel? Subscribe to our Wanderers Compass Community

Our quarterly newsletters will inspire your wanderlust

Subscribe

☐ I accept the privacy policy

Our Trim Castle Photo Gallery
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Check out our most recent blog posts

Destinations / Hotel Reviews

Conrad Tulum Riviera Maya – Luxury Extraordinaire

An in-depth and honest review of our stay at th Conrad Tulum Riviera Maya…

March 30, 2024
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Destinations / France / Monaco

Eze France: Medieval Splendor

Charming Eze, France, is a picturesque hilltop medieval village renowned for its breathtaking
panoramic…

March 29, 2024
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Denmark / Destinations

Nyhavn Copenhagen – Ultimate Visitor Guide

To move, to breathe, to fly, to float, To gain all while you give,…

March 28, 2024
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Italy / Libations of the World

Aperol: The Orange Sensation

Our Fifth Featured Libation of the World comes from stunning Italy. The drink that…

March 28, 2024
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Croatia / Destinations

Novigrad on the Dalmatia Coast – A Piece of Croatia Heaven

Located in Zadar County along the Dalmatia Coast, this medieval village will capture your…

March 28, 2024
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Destinations / Scotland

12 Best Things to Do on the Isle of Skye, Scotland

Planning a Visit to the Isle of Skye? Read This First! “Wherever I wander,…

March 28, 2024
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Destinations / Ireland

Cliffs of Moher – Ireland’s Best Natural Attraction

A guide to making the most of your visit to the magnificent Cliffs of…

March 27, 2024
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Destinations

Top 6 Restaurants in Singapore to Impress Your Partner

Whether looking for a romantic setting or just a lovely evening with great food,…

March 25, 2024
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Belgium / Destinations

Antwerp Belgium Things to Know Before You Visit

An Antwerp Visitor Guide and Photo Gallery Belgium is such a beautiful place with…

March 25, 2024

Want to learn about Wanderers Compass?

Click Here

Our Top Recommended Travel Products and Resources

Squaremouth.com

Our favorite travel insurance site!

If you book a trip, don’t forget to get travel insurance within 14 days of your first booking. We could not
be stronger advocates of being well-insured. Not just for the little stuff but the big things like medical
emergencies. We never leave home without it. Over the years, we have used many sites but have now
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found our go-to place. Squaremouth.com does a fantastic job; it has a user-friendly interface, uses
top-rated and reputable insurance carriers, and most policies cover COVID-19 medical issues and
cancellations. They also mediate on your behalf if you have problems with your policy.

To empower you as a consumer, we suggest you read our blog post on the importance of travel
insurance and how to get the best coverage from top-rated companies for an affordable price.

MedjetAssist

Medical transport back home from anywhere in the world

They are the premier global air medical transport. One caveat to travel insurance is that medical
evacuation usually gets you to the closest facility to care for you. Medjet gets you back to the U.S. to
the hospital of your choice once you are stable enough to fly. They cover COVID-related transport as
well.

Medjet carries its own policies. These policies are only for transport and do not cover other aspects of
travel insurance. They have individual trip policies starting at $99 and annual policies for around $300.
Most of their policies limit the age to 74 and younger. Prices are not based on age below that.

To learn more about how Medical Evacuation membership with Medjet Assist works, check out our 
blog post for a more detailed review.  

Expedia.com 

Hotels, home rentals, BNBs, flights, and other transportation & tours 

Expedia is a US-based company whose mission is to power global travel for everyone and
everywhere. Whether planning a family vacation, booking for business, or organizing the trip of a
lifetime, they are a fantastic resource. Wanderers Compass focuses on independent travel, and using
sites like Expedia makes that possible. Every aspect of travel you need, from airfare, accommodations,
rental car, and cruises to activities to do at your destination, can be booked on Expedia.  

Booking.com

Hotels, Home rentals, BNBs, Flights, and other Transportation & Tours 

Booking.com connects millions of travelers to memorable experiences, various transportation options,
and incredible places to stay – from homes to hotels and much more. It is one of the world’s largest
travel marketplaces for established brands and entrepreneurs of all sizes.

We always check Expedia and Booking.com to verify prices. At times, one is sold out of rooms while
another at the same place has rooms. We also often find some European hotels, especially smaller
ones, on Booking.com but not on Expedia. It could be they are a Europe-based company. Try both
before booking accommodations.
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Vacation Rental By Owner (VRBO)

Are you traveling with a family or having an extended stay at your destination?

With over 2 million bookable vacation rentals, VRBO connects homeowners with families and
vacationers looking for something more than a hotel for their trip. The VRBO community offers families
or groups various rental property types such as condos, cabins, lake rentals, beach houses, etc.

VRBO is now under the Expedia group’s ownership, which many were worried about, but it hasn’t
panned out to be a concern. It is a massive network with access to all lodging forms should issues
arise. Joelle has used VRBO for many years with her family and has had no problems with it.

Viator

As the leading marketplace for travel experiences, Viator believes that making memories is what travel
is all about. And with 300,000+ experiences to explore—everything from simple tours to extreme
adventures (and all the niche, interesting stuff in between)—making memories that will last a lifetime
has never been easier.

With industry-leading flexibility and last-minute availability, it’s never too late to make any day
extraordinary. This one site has it all and has experiences throughout the world. We use them often
during our travels, especially for food tours. We especially take the time to read the reviews provided.

Amazon.com

An excellent source for travel essentials and guides

We now have our own Amazon Storefront with all our favorite travel accessories and gear 
in one place. Check out our travel store at the link below.

Wanderers Compass Amazon Storefront

Amazon is one of the most comprehensive online shopping sources in the world. Teams worldwide
provide lower prices, better selection, and rapid delivery on behalf of customers. They offer a vast
inventory, and their 1.7 million small and medium businesses worldwide selling on Amazon.com offer
extensive options to customers.

We buy most of our travel books, accessories, and luggage from Amazon. We have ordered up to two
days before travel and get what we need.

HYDAWAY

This is not your ordinary drinkware company. The HYDAWAY difference is what their products do
when you’re not using them. Practical and portable, HYDAWAY doesn’t take up unnecessary space in
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your already-packed life or pile up in landfills. We all know that trying to pack light while being
environmentally conscious can be difficult. Having the right items can make a world of difference. 
HYDAWAY provides that.

We have used their collapsible water bottle, carrying case for the water bottle, and collapsible insulated
drink tumbler. They are all lightweight and durable. A conservation-focused product you can be proud
to buy.

Use our Promo Code. WANCOM15, at checkout for 15% off your Hydaway order

Welcome Pick-ups
(Airport and sightseeing service)

A global leader in ground transportation for travelers. They help hundreds of companies worldwide
enhance their services and boost their revenue with our 5-star ride experiences and hassle-free
automation.

Founded in 2015 in Athens, Greece, Welcome Pick-ups goes above and beyond the standard transfer
service as the first company to deliver a holistic, in-destination travel experience. From the moment a
traveler arrives at a new destination until they return home, Welcome accommodates all their travel
needs (transfers, travel products, things to do, information) as the easiest, friendliest, and most
personalized solution.

PhotoAiD

Do you feel like you are wasting time visiting an on-site photographer only to be embarrassed by the
photo? Would you like control of the final product? Get the perfect VISA or passport photo online with
PhotoAID.

When traveling, you often need to apply for official documents such as a passport, ID, and different
kinds of licenses or cards. Those applications require a picture that must meet specific conditions to be
accepted, depending on the country. Now, it is possible to take this picture at home without the help of
a professional photographer. PhotoAiD allows you to take the perfect biometric photo you approve
without leaving home.

This article contains affiliate links. If you use these links to buy something, we may 
earn a small commission at no additional cost to you. Thank you!
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